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(h) For the purpose of the prosecution of all crimes and offenses
against the naturalization or citizenship laws of the United States
which may have been committed prior to the date when this Act
shall go into effect, the existing naturalization and citizenship laws
shall remain in full force and effect.
(i) It shall be lawful and admissible as evidence in any proceedings
founded under this Act, or any of the penal or criminal provisions
of the immigration, naturalization or citizenship laws, for any officer
or employee of the United States to render testimony as to any statement voluntarily made to such officer or employee in the course of
the performance of the official duties of such officer or employee by
any defendant at the time of or subsequent to the alleged commission
of any crime or offense referred to in this section which may tend
to show that such defendant did not or could not have had knowledge
of any matter concerning which such defendant is shown to have
made affidavit, or oath, or to have been a witness pursuant to such
law or laws.
(j) In case any clerk of court shall refuse or neglect to comply
with any of the provisions of section 337 (a), (b), (c), or (d), such
clerk of court shall forfeit and pay to the United States the sum of
$25 in each and every case in which such violation or omission occurs,
and the amount of such forfeiture may be recovered by the United
States in an action of debt against such clerk.
(k) If any clerk of court shall fail to return to the Service or
properly account for any certificate of naturalization furnished by
the Service as provided in subsection (e) of section 337, such clerk
of court shall be liable to the United States in the sum of $50, to be
recovered in an action of debt, for each and every such certificate not
properly accounted for or returned.
(1) The provisions of subsections (a), (b), (d), (g), (h), and
(i) of this section shall apply in respect of the application for and
the record of registry authorized by section 328, in the same manner and to the same extent, including penalties, as they apply in any
naturalization or citizenship proceeding or any other proceeding
under section 346.
SAVING CLAUSES

Saving clauses.

..4.nte, p. 1140; post,
p.l17l.

Hearing of pending
petition.

SEC. 347. (a) Nothing contained in either chapter III or in chapter V of this Act, unless otherwise provided therein, shall be con·
strued to affect the validity of any declaration of intention, petition
for naturalization, certificate of naturalization or of citizenship, or
other document or proceeding which shall be valid at the time this
Act shall take effect; or to affect any prosecution, suit, action, or
proceedings, civil or criminal, brought, or any act, thing, or mat-tel', civil or criminal, done or existing, at the time this Act shall take
effect; but as to all such prosecutions, suits, actions, proceedings,
acts, things, or matters, the statutes or parts of statutes repealed by
this Act, are hereby continued in force and effect.
(b) Any petition for naturalization heretofore filed which may
be pendin~ at the time this Act shall take effect shall be heard and
determined within two years thereafter in accordance with the
requirements of law in effect when such petition was filed.
CHAPTER IV-LOSS OF NATIONALITY

Naturalization in
foreign state.

SEC. 401. A person who is a national of the United States, whether
by birth or naturalization, shall lose his nationality by:
(a) Obtaining naturalization in a foreign state, either upon his own
application or through the naturalization of a parent having legal
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custody of such person: Provided, however, That nationality shall
not be lost as the result of the naturalization of a parent unless and
until the child shall have attained the age of twenty-three years without acquiring permanent residence in the United States: Provided
further, That a person who has acquired foreign nationality through
the naturalization 01 his parent or pareIlt::;, and who at the same time
is a citizen of the United States, shall, if abroad and he has not
heretofore expatriated himself as an American citizen by his own
voluntary act, be permitted within t,,-o years from the effective date
of his Act to return to the United States and take up permanent
residence therein, and it shall be thereafter deemed that he has elected
to be an American citizen. Failure on the part of such person to so
return and take up permanent residence in the United States during
such period shall be deemed to be a determination on the part of such
person to discontinue his status as an American citizen, and such
person shall be forever estopped by such failure from thereafter claiming such American citizenship; or
(b) Taking an oath or making an affirmation or other formal
declaration of allegiance to a foreign state; or
(c) Entering, or serving in, the armed forces of a foreign state
unless expressly authorized by the laws of the United States, if he has
or acquires the nationality of such foreign state; or
(d) Accepting, or performing the duties of, any office, post, or
employment under the government of a foreign state or political
subdivision thereof for which only nationals of such state are
eligible; or
(e) Voting in a political election in a foreign state or participating
in an election or plebiscite to determine the sovereignty over foreign
territory; or
(f) Making a formal renunciation of nationality before a diplomatic or consular officer of the United States in a foreign state, in
such form as may be prescribed by the Secretary of State; or
(g) Deserting the military or naval service of the United States in
time of war, provided he is convicted thereof by a court martial; or
(h) Committing any act of treason against, or attempting by force
to overthrow or bearing arms against the United States, provided he
is convicted thereof by a court martial or by a court of competent
jurisdiction.
SEC. 402. A national of the United States who was born in the
United States or who was born in any place outside of the jurisdiction of the United States of a parent who was born in the United
States, shall be presumed to have expatriated himself under subsection (c) or (d) of section 401, when he shall remain for six months
or longer within any foreign state of which he or either of his parents
shall have been a national according to the laws of such foreign state,
or within any place under control of such foreign state, and such
presumption shall exist until overcome whether or not the individual
has returned to the United States. Such presumption may be overcome on the presentation of satisfactory evidence to a diplomatic
or consular officer of the United States, or to an immigration officer
of the United States, under such rules and regulations as the Department of State and the Department of Justice jointly prescribe.
However, no such presumption shall arise with respect to any officer
or employee of the United States while serving abroad as such officer
or employee, nor to any accompanying member of his family.
SEC. 403. (a) Except as provided in subsections (g) and (h) of
section 401, no national can expatriate himself, or be expatriated,
under this section while within the United States or any of its outlying possessions, but expatriation shall result from the performance
193470'--41--PT.I----74
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within the United States or any of its outlying possessions of any
of the acts or the fulfillment of any of the conditions specified in
this section if and when the national thereafter takes up a residence
abroad.
(b) No national under eighteen years of age can expatriate himself under subsections (b) to (g), lllclusive, of section 401.
SEC. 404. A person who has become a national by naturalization
shall lose his nationality by:
(a) Residing for at least two years in the territory of a foreign
state of which he was formerly a national or in which the place of
his birth is situated, if he acquIres through such residence the nation~
ality of such foreign state by operation of the law thereof; or
(b) Residing continuously for three years in the territory of a
foreign state of which he was formerly a national or in which the
place of his birth is situated, except as provided in section 406
hereof.
(c) Residing continuously for five years in any other foreign state,
except as proVlded in section 406 hereof.
SEC. 405. Section 404 shall have no application to a person:
(a) Who resides abroad in the employment and under the orders
of the Government of the United States;
(b) Who is receiving compensation from the Government of the
United States and residing abroad on account of disability incurred
in its service.
SEC. 406. Subsections (b) and (c) of section 404 shall have no appJi~
cation to a person:
(a) 'Who shall have resided in the United States not less than
twenty-five years subsequent to his naturalization and shall have
attained the age of sixty-five years when the foreign residence is
established;
(b) Who is residing abroad upon the date of the approval of this
Act, or who is thereafter sent abroad, and resides abroad temporarily
solely or principally to represent a bona fide American educational,
scientific, philanthropic, religious, commercial, financial, or business
organization, having its principal office or place of business in the
United States, or an international agency of an official character in
which the United States participates, for which he receives a substantial compensation;
(c) Who is residing abroad on account of ill health;
(d) Who is residing abroad for the purpose of pursuing studies of
a specialized character or attending an institution of learning of a
grade above that of a preparatory school, provided that such reSIdence
does not exceed five years;
(e) Who is the wife, husband, or child under twenty-one years of
age of, and is residing abroad for the purpose of being with, an American citizen spouse or parent who is residing abroad for one of the
objects or causes specified in section 405 or subsections (a), (b), (c),
or (d) hereof;
(f) Who was born in the United States or one of its outlying·
possessions, who originally had American nationality, and who, after
having lost such nationality through marriage to an alien, reacquired it.
SEC. 407. A person having American nationality, who is a minor
and is residing in a foreign state with or under the legal custody of
a parent who loses American nationality under section 404 of this
Act, shall at the same time lose his American nationality if such
minor has or acquires the nationality of such foreign state: Provided,
That, in such case, American nationality shall not be lost as the result
of loss of American nationality by the parent unless and until the
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child attains the age of twenty-three years without having acquired
permanent residence in the United States.
SEC. 408. The loss of nationality under this Act shall result solely
from the performance by a national of the acts or fulfillment of the
conditions specified in this Act.
SEC. 409. Nationality shall not be lost under the provisions of section 404 or 401 of this Act until the expiration of one year following
the date of the approval of this Act: Provided, however, That a naturalized person who shall have become subject to the presumption that
he has ceased to be an American citizen as provided for in the second
paragraph of section 2 of the Act of March 2, 1901 (34 Stat. 1228),
and who shall not have overcome it under the rules in effect immediately preceding the date of the approval of this Act, shall continue
to be subject to such presumption for the period of one year following
the date of the approval of this Act unless it is overcome during such
period.
SEC. 410. Nothing in this Act shall be applied in contravention
of the provisions of any treaty or convention to which the United
States is a party upon the date of the approval of this Act.
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CHAPTER V-MISCELLANEOUS
SEC. 501. 'Whenever a diplomatic or consular officer of the United
States has reason to believe that a person while in a foreign state
has lost his American nationality under any provision of chapter
IV of this Act, he shall certify the facts uI?on which such belief
is based to the Department of State, in writmg, under regulations
to be prescribed by the Secr~tary of State. If the report of the diplomatIC or consular officer IS approved by the Secretary of State,
a copy of the certificate shall be forwarded to the Department of
Justice, for its information, and the diplomatic or consular office
in which the report was made shall be directed to forward a copy
of the certificate to the person to whom it relates.
SEC. 502. The Secretary of State is hereby authorized to issue, in
his discretion and in accordance with rules and regulations prescribed
by him, a certificate of nationality for any person not a naturalized
citizen of the United States who presents satisfactory evidence that
he is an American national and that such certificate is needed for use
in judicial or administrative proceedings of a foreign state. Such
certificate shall be solely for use in the case for which it was issued
and shall be transmitted by the Secretary of State through appropriate official channels to the judicial or administrative officers of
the foreign state in which it is to be used.
SEC. 503. If any person who claims a right or privilege as a
national of the United States is denied such right or privilege by
any Department or agency, or executive official thereof, upon the
ground that he is not a national or the United States, such person,
regardless of whether he is within the United States or abroad,
may institute an action against the head of such Department or
agency in the District Court of the United States for the District
of Columbia or in the district court of the United States for the
district in which such person claims a permanent residence for a
judgment declaring him to be a national of the United States. If
such person is outside the United States and shall have instituted
such an action in court, he may, upon submission of a sworn application showing that the claim of nationality presented in such
action is made in good faith and has a substantial basis, obtain
from a diplomatic or consular officer of the United States in the
foreign country in which he is residing a certificate of identity
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