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In the absence of such legitimation or adjudication, the child,
whether born before or after the effective date of this Act, if the
mother had the nationality of the United States at the time of the
child's birth, and had previously resided in the United States or one
of its outlying possessions, shall be held to have acquired at birth
her nationality status.

CHAPTER III-NATIONALITY THROUGH
NATURALIZATION
GENERAL PROVISIONS
JURISDICTION TO NATURALIZE
Courts having naturalization jnrisdiction.

Petitions within
State judicial districts.
ate.

Blank forms.

Manner,etc.•ainat.
uraliution.

SEC. 301. (a) Exclusive jurisdiction to naturalize persons as citizens of the United States is hereby conferred upon the following
specified courts: District Courts of the United States now existing,
or which may hereafter be established by Congress in any State,
Districts Courts of the United States for the Territories of Hawaii
and Alaska, and for the District of Columbia and for Puerto Rico,
and the District Court of the Virgin Islands of the United States;
also all courts of record in any State or Territory now existing, or
which may hereafter be created, having a seal, a clerk, and jurisdiction
in actions at law or equity, or law and equity, in which the amount in
controversy is unlimited. The jurisdiction of all the courts herein
specified to naturalize persons shall extend only to such persons resident within the resnective jurisdictions of such courts, except as
otherwise specifically provided in this Act.
(b) A person who petitions for naturalization in any State court
havin{!: naturalization Jurisdiction, may petition within the State judicial dIstrict or State judicial circuit in which he resides, whether or
not he resides within the county in which the petition for naturalization is filed.
(c) The courts herein specified, upon request of the clerks of such
courts, shall be furnished from time to time by the Commissioner or a
Deputy Commissioner with such blank forms as may be required in
naturalization proceedings.
(d) A person may be naturalized as a citizen of the United States
in the manner and under the conditions prescribed in this Act, and
not otherwise.
SUBSTANTIVE PROVISIONS
ELIGIBILITY FOR NATURALIZATION
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SEC. 302. The right of a person to become a naturalized citizen
of the United States shall not be denied or abridged because of sex
or because such person is married.
SEC. 303. The right to become a naturalized citizen under the provisions of this Act shall extend only to white persons, persons of
African nativity or descent, and descendants of races indigenous to
the Western Hemisphere: Provided, That nothing in this section shall
prevent the naturalization of native-born Filipinos having the honorable service in the United States Army, Navy, Marine Corps, or Coast
Guard as specified in section 324, nor of former citizens of the United
States who are otherwise eligible to naturalization under the provisions
of section 317.
SEO. 304. No person except as otherwise provided in this Act shall
hereafter be naturalized as a citizen of the United States upon his
own petition who cannot speak the English language. This requirement shall not apply to any person physically tillable to comply
therewith, if otherwise qualified to be naturalized.
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SEC. 305. No person shall hereafter be naturalized as a citizen of
the United States(a) 'Vho advises, advocates, or teaches, or who is a member of or
affiliated with any organization, association, society, or group that
advises, advocates, or teaches opposition to all organized government; or
(b) 'Vho believes in, advises, advocates, or teaches, or who is a
member of or affiliated with any organization, association, society, or
group that believes in, advises, advocates, or teaches(1) the overthrow by :force or violence of the Government of
the United States or of all forms of law; or
(2) the duty, necessity, or propriety of the unlawful assaulting
or killing of any officer or officers (either of specific individuals or
of officers generally) of the Government of the United States or
any other organized government, because 0:£ his or their official
character; or
(3) the unlawful damage, injury, or destruction of property; or
(4) sabotage.
(c) Who writes, publishes, or causes to be written or published, or
who knowingly circulates, distributes, prints, or displays, or knowingly causes to be circulated, distributed, printed, published, or displayed, or who knowingly has in his possession for the purpose of circulation, distribution, publication, or display any written or printed
matter advising, advocating, or teaching opposition to all organized
government or advising, advocating, or teaching(1) the overthrow by force or violence of the Government of the
United States or of all forms of law; or
'
(2) the duty, necessity, or propriety of the unlawful assaulting
or killing of any officer or officers (either of specific individuals or
of officers generally) 0:£ the Government of the United States or
of any other organized government; or
(3) the unlawful damage, injury, or destruction of property; Or
(4) sabotage.
(d) Who is a member of or affiliated with any organization, association, society, or group that writes, circulates, distributes, prints,
publishes, or displays, or causes to be written, circulated, distributed,
printed, published, or displayed, or that has in its possession :£01' the
purpose of circulation, distribution, publication, issue, or display,
any written or printed matter of the character described in subdivision (c).
For the purpose of this section(1) the giving, loaning, or promising of money or anything
of value to be used for the advising, advocacy, or teaching of any
doctrine above enumerated shall constitute the advising, advocacy,
or teaching of such doctrine; and
(2) the giving, loaning, or promising of money or anything of
value to any organization, association, society, or group 0:£ the
character above described shall constitute affiliation therewith;
but nothing in this paragraph shall be taken as an exclusive
definition of advising, advocacy, teaching or affiliation.
The provisions of this section shaH be applicable to any applicant
Ior naturalization who at any time within a period of ten years
immediately preceding the filing of the petition for naturalization is,
or has been, found to be ,,,ithin any of the clauses enumerated in this
section, notwithstanding that at the time petition is filed he may not
be included in such classes.
SEC. 306. A person who, at any time during which the United States
has been or shall be at war, deserted or shall desert the military or
naval forces of the United States, or who, having duly enrolled,
departed, or shall depart from the jurisdiction oi the district in which
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enrolled, or went or shall go beyond the limits of the United States,
with intent to avoid any draft into the military or naval service, lawfully ordered, shall, upon conviction thereof by a court martial, be
ineligible to become a citizen of the United States; and such deserters
shall be forever incapable of holding any office of trust or of profit
under the United States, or of exercising any rights of citizens
thereof.
SEC. 307. (a) No person, except as hereinafter provided in this Act1
shall be naturalized unless such petitioner, (1) immediately preceding
the date of filing petition for naturalizatIOn has resided continuously
within the United States for at least five years and within the State
in which the petitioner resided at the time of filing the petition for
at least six months, (2) has resided continuously within the United
States from the date of the petition up to the time of admission to
citizenship, and (3) during all the periods referred to in this subsection has been and still is a person of good moral character, attached
to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and well
disposed to the good order and happiness of the United States.
(b) Absence from the United States for a continuous period of
more than six months but less than one year during the period for
which continuous residence is required for admission to CItizenship,
immediately preceding the date of filing the petition for naturalization, or during the period between the date of filing the petition and
the date of final hearing, shall be presumed to break the continuity of
such residence, but such presumptlon may be overcome by the presentation of evidence satisfactory to the naturalization court that such
individual had a reasonable cause for not sooner returning to the
United States. Absence from the United States for a continuous
period of one year or more during the period for which continuous
residence is required for admission to citizenship, immediately preceding the date of filing the petition for naturalization or during
the period between the date of filing the petition and the date of final
hearing, shall break the continuity of such residence, except that in
the case of an alien who has resided in the United States for at least
one year, during which period he has made a declaration of intention to become a citizen of the United States, and who thereafter is
employed by or under contract with the Government of the United
States or an American institution of research recognized as such by
the Attorney General, or is employed by an American firm or corporation engaged in whole or in part in the development of foreign
trade and commerce of the United States or a subsidiary thereof,
no period of absence from the United States shall break the continuity
of residence if(1) Prior to the beginning of such period (whether such period
begins before or after his departure from the United States) the
alien has established to the satisfaction of the Attorney General
that his absence from the United States for such period i's to be on
behaH of such Government, or for the purpose of carrying on scientific research on behalf of such institution, or to be engaged in the
development of such foreign trade and commerce or whose residence
abroad is necessary to the protection of the property rights in such
countries of such firm or corporation, and
(2) Such alien proves to the satisfaction of the court that his
absence from the United States for such period has been for such
purpose.
(c) No period of absence from the United States during the five
years immediately preceding June 25, 1936, shall be held to have
broken the continuity of residence required by the natura)ization laws
if the alien proves to the satisfaction of the Attorney General and
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the court that during all such period of absence he has been under
employment by, or contract with, the United States, or such American institution of research, or American firm or corporation, described
in subsection (b) of this section, and has been carrying on the activities described in that subsection in its behalf.
(d) The following shall be regarded as residence within the United
States within the meaning of this chapter:
(1) Honorable service on vessels owned directly by the Government of the United States, whether or not rendered at any time prior
to the applicant's lawful entry into the United States: Provided, That
this subdivision shall not apply to service on vessels operating in and
about the Canal Zone in connection with the maintenance, operation,
protection, and civil government of the Panama Canal and Canal
Zone.
(2) Continuous service by a seaman on a vessel or vessels whose
home port is in the United States and which are of American registry
or American owned, if rendered subsequent to the applicant's lawful
entry into the United States for permanent residence and immediately
preceding the date of naturalization.
SEC. 308. Any alien who has been lawfully admitted into the United
States for permanent residence and who has heretofore been or may
hereafter be absent temporarily from the United States solely in his
or her capacity as a regularly ordained clergyman or nun, shall be
considered as residing in the United States for the purpose of naturalization, notwithstanding any such absence from the United States,
but he or she shall in all other respects comply with the requirements
of the naturalization laws. Such alien shall prove to the satisfaction
of the Attorney General and the naturalization court that his or her
absence from the United States has been solely in the capacity hereinbefore described.
REQUlRE~IENTS
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AS TO PROOF

SEC. 309. (a) As to each period and place of residence in the State
in which the petitioner resides at the time of filing the petition, during
the entire period of at least six months immediately preceding the
date of filing the petition, there shaH be included in the petition the
affidavits of at least two credible witnesses, citizens of the United
States, stating that each has personally known the petitioner to have
been a resident at such place for such period, and that the petitioner
is and during all such period has been a person of good moral character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United
States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness of the
United States.
(b) At the hearing on the petition, residence in the State in which
the petitioner resides at the time of filing the petition, for at least
six months immediately preceding the date of filing the petition, and
the other qualifications required by subsection (a) of section 307 during such residence shall be proved by the oral testimony of at least
two credible witnesses, citizens of the United States, in addition to
the affidavits required by subsection (a) of this section to be included
in the petition. At the hearing, residence within the United States
during the five-year period, but outside the State, or within the State
but prior to the six months immediately preceding the date of filing
the petition, and the other qualifications required by subsection (a)
of section 307 during such period at such places, shall be proved either
by depositions taken in accordance with subsection (e) of section 327
or oral testimony, of at least two such witnesses for each place of
residence.
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(c ) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (a) and (b)
of this section the requirements of subsection (a) of section 307 as
to the petitioner's residence, moral character, attachment to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and disposition toward
the good order and happiness of the United States may be established
by any evidence satisfactory to the naturalization court in those cases
under subsection (b) of section 307 in which the alien declarant has
been absent from the United States because of his employment by or
contract with the Government of the United States or an American
institution of research, recognized as such by the Attorney General,
or employment by an American firm or corporation engaged in whole
or in part in the development of foreign trade and commerce of the
United States or a subsidiary thereof.
(d) The clerk of court shall, if the ,Petitioner requests it at the
time of filing the petition for naturalIzation, issue a subpena for
the witnesses named by such petitioner to appear upon the day set
for the final hearing, but in case such witnesses cannot be produced
upon the final hearing other witnesses may be summoned upon notice
to the Commissioner, in such manner and at such time as the Commissioner, with the approval of the Attorney General, may by regulation prescribe. If it should appear after the petition has been
filed that any of the verifying witnesses thereto are not competent,
and it further appears that the petitioner has acted in good faith
in producing such witnesses found to be incompetent, other witnesses
may be substituted in accordance with such regulations.
MARRIED PERSONS
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SEC. 310. (a) Any alien who, after September 21, 1922, and prior
to May 24, 1934, has married a citizen of the United States, or any
alien who married prior to May 24, 1934, a spouse who was naturalized during such period and during the existence of the marital relation may, if eligible to naturalization, be naturalized upon full and
complete compliance with all requirements of the naturalization laws,
with the following exceptions:
(1) No declaration of intention shall be required;
(2) In lieu of the five-year period of residence within the United
States, and the six months' period of residence in the State where the
petitioner resided at the time of filing the petition, the petitioner shall
have resided continuously in the United States for at least one year
immediately preceding the filing of the petition.
(b) Any alien who, on or after May 24, 1934, has married or shall
hereafter 'marry a citizen of the United States, or any alien whose
husband or wife was naturalized on or after May 24, 1934, and during
the existence of the marital relation or shall 'hereafter be so naturalized may, if eligible for naturalization, be naturalized upon full
and complete compliance with all requirements of the naturalization
laws, with the following exceptions:
(1 ) No declaration of intention shall be required;
(2) In lieu of the five-year period of residence within the United
States, and the six months' period of residence in the State where the
petitioner resided at the time of filing the petition, the petitioner shall
have resided continuously in the United States for at least three years
immediately preceding- the filing of the petition.
(c) The naturalization of any woman on or after May 24, 1934,
by any naturalization court of competent jurisdiction, upon proof of
marriage to a citizen or the naturalization of her husband and proof
of but one year's residence in the United States is hereby validated
only so far as relates to the period of residence required to be proved
by such person under the naturalization laws.
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(d) The naturalization of any male person on or after May 24,
1934, by any naturalization court of competent jurisdiction, upon
proof of marriage to a citizen of the United States after September 21,
1922, and prior to May 24, 1934, or of the naturalization during such
~eriod of his wife, and upon proof of three years' residence in the
United States, is hereby validat~d only so far as relates to the period
of residence required to be proved by such person under the naturalization laws and the omission by such person to make a declaration
of intentlon.
SEC. 311. A person who upon the effective date of this section is
married to or thereafter marries a citizen of the United States, or
whose spouse is naturalized after the effective date of this section, if
such person shall have resided in the United States in marital union
with the United States citizen spouse for at least one year immediately
preceding the filing of the petition for naturalization, may be naturalized after the effective date of this section upon compliance with
all requirements of the naturalization laws with the following
exceI?tions :
(a) No declaration of intention shall be required.
(b) The petitioner shall have resided continuously in the United
States for at least two years immediately preceding the filing of the
petition in lieu of the five-year period of residence within the United
States and the six months' period of residence within the State where
the naturalization court i3 held.
SEC. 312. An alien, whose spouse is (1) a citizen of the United
States, (2) in the employment of the Government of the United
Stat-BS, or of an American institution of research recognized as such
by the Attorney General, or an American firm or corporation engaged
in whole or in part in the development of foreign trade and commerce of the United States, or a subsidiary thereof, and (3) regu~
larly stationed abroad in such employment, and who is (1) in the
United States at the time of naturalization, and (2) declares before the
naturalization court in good faith an intention to take up residence
within the United States immediately upon the termination of such
employment abroad of the citizen spouse, may be naturalized upon
compliance with all requirements of the naturalization laws, with the
following exceptions:
(a) No decfaration of intention shall be required; and
(b ) No prior residence within the United States or within the jurisdiction of the naturalization court or proof thereof shall be required.
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CHILDREN

SEC. 313. A child born outside of the United States, one of whose
parents at the time of the child's birth was an alien and the other of
whose :parents then was and never thereafter ceased to be a citizen of
the Umted States, shall, if such alien parent is naturalized, be deemed
a citizen of the United States, when(a) Such naturalization takes place while such child is under the
age of eighteen years; and
(b) Such child is residing in the United States at the time of naturalization or thereafter and begins to reside permanently in the United
States while under the age of eighteen years.
SEC. 314. A child born outside of the United States of alien parents,
or of an alien parent and a citizen parent who has subsequently lost
citizenship of the United States, becomes a citizen of the United States
upon fulfillment of the following conditions:
(a) The naturalization of both parents; or
(b) The naturalization of the surviving parent if one of the parents
is deceased; or

Citizenship through
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Alien parents, or
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(c) The naturalization of the parent having legal custody of the
child when there has been a legal separation of the parents; and if(d) Such naturalization takes place while such child is under the
age of eighteen years; and
(e) Such child is residing in the United States at the time of the
naturalization of the parent last naturalized under subsection (a) of
this section, or the parent naturalized under subsection (b) or (c) of
this section, or thereafter begins to reside permanently in the United
States while under the age of eighteen years.
SEC. 315. A child born outside of the United States, one of whose
parents is at the time of petitioning for the naturalization of the
('hild, a citizen of the United States, either by birth or naturalization,
may be naturalized if under the age of eighteen years and not otherwise disqualified from becoming a citizen and is residing permanently
in the United States with the citizen parent, on the petition of such
citizen parent, without a declaration of intention, upon compliance
with the applicable procedural provisions of the naturalization laws.
SEC. 316. An adopted child may, if not otherwise disqualified from
becoming a citizen, be naturalized before reaching the age of eighteen
years upon the petition of the adoptive parent or parents if the child
has resided continuously in the United States for at least two years
immediately preceding the date of filing such 'petition, upon compliance with all the applicable procedural provisIOns of the naturalization laws, if the adoptive parent or parents are citizens of the United
States, and the child was:
(a) Lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence; and
(b) Adopted in the United States before reaching the age of sixteen
years; and
(c) Adopted and in the legal custody of the adoptive parent or
parents for at least two years prior to the filing of the petition for the
child's naturalization.
FORMER CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES

Reacquisition of citizenship lost through
marriage.

Repatriation of certain (ormer women
citizens.

SEC. 317. (a) A person who was a citizen of the United States and
who prior to September 22, 1922, lost United States citizenship by
marriage to an alien or by the spouse's loss of United States citizenship, and any person who lost United States citizenship on or after
September 22, 1922, by marriage to an alien ineligible to citizenship,
may, if no other nationality was acquired by affirmative act other than
such marriage, be naturalized upon compliance with all requirements
of the naturalization laws with the following exceptions:
(1) No declaration of intention and no certificate of arrival shall
be required, and no period of residence within the United States or
within the State where the petition is filed shall be required.
(2) The petition need not set forth that it is the intention of the
petitioner to reside permanently within the United States.
(3) The petition may be filed in any court having naturalization
jurisdiction, re~ardless of the residence of the petitioner.
(4) The petItion may be heard at any time after filing if there is
attached to the petition at the time of filing a certificate from a naturalization examIner stating that the petitIOner has appeared before
such examiner for examination.
Such person shall have, from and after the naturalization, the same
citizenship status as that which existed immediately prior to its loss.
(b) (1) From and after the effective date of this Act, a woman,
who was a citizen of the United States at birth, and who has or is
believed to have lost her United States citizenship solely by reason
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of her marriage prior to September 22, 1922, tD an alien, and whose
marital status with such alien has or shall have terminated, if no other
nationality was acquired by affirmative act other than such marriage,
shall, from and after the taking of the oath of allegiance prescribed by
subsection (b) of section 335 of this Act, be deemed to be a citizen of
the United States to the same extent as though her marriage to said
alien had taken place on or after September 22, 1922.
(2) Such oath of allegiance may be taken abroad before a diplomatic or consular officer of the United States, or in the United States
before the judge or clerk of a naturalization court.
(3) Such oath of allegiance shall be entered in the records of the
appropriate embassy or legation or consulate or naturalization court,
and upon demand, a certified copy of the proceedings, including a
copy of the oath administered, under the seal of the embassy or legation or consulate or naturalization court, shall be delivered to such
woman at a cost not exceeding $1, which certified copy shall be evidence of the facts stated therein before any court of record or judicial
tribunal and in any department of the United States.
(c) A person who shall have been a citizen of the United States
and also a national of a foreign state, and who shall have lost his
citizenship of the United States under the provisions of section 401 (c)
of this Act, shall be entitled to the benefits of the provisions of subsection (a) of this section, except that contained in subdivision (2)
thereof. Such person, if abroad, may enter the United States as a
nonquota immigrant, for the purpose of recovering his citizenship,
upon compliance with the provisions of the Immigration Acts of 1917
and 1924.
SEC. 318. (a) A former citizen of the United States expatriated
through the expatriation of such person's parent or parents and who
has not acquired the nationality of another country by any affirmative
act other than the expatriation of his parent or parents may be naturalized upon filing a petition for naturalization before reaching the
age of twenty-five years and upon compliance with all requirements
of the naturalization laws with the following exceptions:
(1) No declaration of intention and no certificate of arrival and
no period of residence within the United States or in a State shall
be required;
(2) The petition may be filed in any court having naturalization
jurisdiction, regardless of the residence of the petitioner;
(3) If there is attached to the petition at the time of filing, a certificate from a naturalization examiner stating that the petitioner
has appeared before him for examination, the petition may be heard
at any time after filing; and
(4) Proof that the petitioner was at the time his petition was filed
and at the time of the final hearing thereon a person of good moral
character, attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United
States, and well disposed to the good order and happiness of the
United States, and that he intends to reside permanently in the
United States shall be made by any means satisfactory to the naturalization court.
(b) No former citizen of the United States, expatriated through
the expatriation of such person's parent or parents, shall be obliged
to comply with the requirements of the immigration laws, if he
has not acquired the nationality of another country by any affirmative
act other than the expatriation of his parent or parents, and if he has
come or shall come to the United States before reaching the age of
twenty-five years.
(c) After his naturalization such person shall have the same citi.
zenship status as if he had not been expatriated.
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SEC. 319. (a) A person who as a minor child lost citizenship of
the United States through the cancelation of the parent's naturalization on grounds other than actual fraud or presumptive fraud as
specified in the second paragraph of section 15 of the Act of June
29, 1906, as amended (34 Stat. 601; 40 Stat. 544, U. S. C., title 8,
sec. 405), or who shall lose citizenship of the United States under
subsection (c) of section 338 of this Act, may, if such person resided
in the United States at the time of such cancelation and if, within
two years after such cancelation or within two years after the
effective date of this section, such person files a petition for naturalization or such a petition is filed on such person's behalf by a parent
or guardian if such person is under the age of eighteen years, be
naturalized upon compliance with all requirements of the naturalization laws with the exception that no declaration of intention shall
be required and the required five-year period of residence in the
United States need not be continuous.
(b) Citizenship acquired under this section shall begin as of the
date of the person's naturalization, except that in those cases where
the person has resided continuously in the United States from the
date of the cancelation of the parent's naturalization to the date of the
person's naturalization under this section, the citizenship of such person shall relate back to the date of the parent's naturalization which
has been canceled or to the date of such person's arrival in the United
States for permanent residence if such date was subsequent to the
date of naturalization of said parent.
PERSONS MISINFORMED OF CITIZENSHIP ETATUS

Naturalization
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declaration.

SEC. 320. A person not an alien enemy, who resided uninterruptedly
within the United States during the period of five years next preceding July 1, 1920, and was on that date otherwise qualified to become a
citizen of the United States, except that such person had not made a
declaration of intention required by law and who during or prior to
that time, because of misinformation regarding the citizenship status
of such person, erroneously exercised the rights and performed the
duties of a citizen of the United States in good faith, may file the
petition for naturalization prescribed by law without making the
preliminary declaration of intention, and upon satisfactory proof to
the court that petitioner has so acted may be admitted as a CItizen of
the United States upon complying with the other requirements of the
naturalization laws.
NATIONALS BUT NOT CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES

Naturalization of
national if resident of
a State.

SEC. 321. A person not a citizen who owes permanent allegiance to
the United States, and who is otherwise qualified may, if he becomes a
resident of any State, be naturalized upon compliance with the requirements of this Act, except that in petitions for naturalization filed under
the provisions of this section, residence within the United States within
the meaning of this Act shall include residence within any of the outlying possessions of the United States.
PUERTO RICANS

Acquisition of citizenship; declaratiou
of allegiance.

SEC. 322. A person born in Puerto Rico of alien parents, referred
to in the last -paragraph of section 5, Act of March 2, 1911 (U. S. C.,
title 8, sec. 5), and in section 5a, of the said Act, as amended by
section 2 of the Act of March 4, 1927 (U. S. C., title 8, sec. 5a), who
did not exercise the privilege granted of becomin~ a citizen of the
United States, may make the declaration provided III said paragraph
at any time, and from and after the making of such declaration shall
be a citizen of the United States.

